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The Daily Eastern News' weekly arts and entertainment section

Who will be Miss Black EIU 2015?
Whitney

Anisha

MAX ‘PAYNE’

ON THE VERGE

The Eastern men’s basketball team
loses against Murray State 65-57
Thursday, with Racer’s gaurd
Cameron Payne scoring 22 points.

On the Verge profiles all of
the contestants for the Miss
Black EIU pagent Saturday.
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“TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID”

Board of Trustees to announce new president
PHOTOGRPAHY BY CHYNNA MILLER / DESIGN BY K ATELYN SIEGERT
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Staff Report
Eastern’s Board of Trustees will
announce the university’s next
president during its meeting at
1 p.m. Monday in the University Ballroom of the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union.

The new president will be publicly introduced following the announcement, and after the meeting is adjourned he or she will
greet members of the campus and
community in an informal reception in the same room, according
to a university press release.

Student Government,
UB handle budget cuts
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge
Because of the decrease in enro l l m e n t , b o t h t h e Un i ve r s i t y
Board and Student Government
have taken an 8 percent budget
cut to make up for the lack of
student fees.
Cecilia Brinker, the director
of student life, said that UB and
Student Government are the only
registered student organizations
that receive student fee allocations and budgets from the Apportionment Board.
“Over the past five years, the
steady decline attributed to the
EIU student enrollment resulted
in a steady decline in the amount
of student activity fees available
to the student-fee funded areas,”
Brinker said.
Student activity fees go toward
athletics, the Student Recreational Center, the UB and Student
Government.

“It (enrollment)
ultimately continues to
impact the
quality/quantity of
entertainment activities/
events provided by
University Board and
Student Government to
the EIU student body”
-Ceceillia Brinker,
director of student life
“It ultimately continues to impact the quality/quantity of entertainment activities/events provided by university board and
student government to the EIU
student body,” Brinker said.
For example, the UB requested $204,121 for the 2014-15 aca d e m i c ye a r b e c a u s e m e m b e r s
knew budget cuts were going to
happen; however, the board had
to return $16,329.68, making its
total for the year $187,791.32.
Darius Francis, the UB chair,
said members have had to “wa-

ter down” some of their events
because of budget cuts, but they
h a ve m a d e d u e w i t h w h a t h a s
been offered.
“ What can you do?” Francis
said.
Francis said many of the UB’s
10 committees have had to collaborate and merge together to
pull off some events.
He said instead of the UB getting big-name speakers, it has
been using faculty members.
Francis said the quality of the
events and programs have suffered with fewer funds.
The UB will not host its usual
end-of-the-year Spring Fling party because of its lack of funds.
“University Board has made a
concerted effort to ‘do more with
less,’” Brinker said. “However,
there is only so much that the
University Board can do without
sacrificing ‘quality’ services and
programing that the EIU student
body has come to know and expect.”
Student Government has also
faced a $3,498.80 cut because of
the enrollment decrease, but it
has not suffered as much as the
UB.
Reggie Thedford, the student
body president, said because
the organization does not need
as much money as the UB, the
group managed by being responsible with what it has.
However, Student Government
has seen a steady budget decline
in the past five years.
The group saw its peak amount
i n t h e p a s t f i ve ye a r s i n 2 0 1 3
with $49,977, compared to 2015
when it was left with $40,236.20
after cuts.
“Our budget is low, but we just
be smart with the events we plan,”
Thedford said.
Thedford said the largest cut the
group has faced was for its traveling
sessions that executive members go
on to meet other student leaders in
the nation.
Thedford said the cuts are not hindering members Student Government
from doing their job, but they could
have done without the budget cuts.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.

The announcement of the president is the only action item on
t h e b o a rd’s a g e n d a o t h e r t h a n
the approval of previous meeting
minutes.
The four finalists for president
include Margaret Madden, the
provost at the University of Pots-

dam; David Glassman, the provost at Bradley University; Sam
Minner, the provost at Radford
University; and Guiyou Huang,
the senior vice president for academic affairs at Norwich University.
The person selected will take

over the position of President Bill
Perry, who has served the university since 2007, after his contract
expires in June 2015.
The staff of The Daily Eastern News
can be reached at 581-2812
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Study abroad drops in enrollment
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
The student participation in
study abroad has been on the
steady decline because of Eastern’s enrollment decrease for the
last four years.
Currently, the Study Abroad
Office has 188 students participating in the program, which is
the lowest it has been in 10 years.
Kurt Olausen, the director of
study abroad, said he took over
the office seven months ago from
Ev a n L o h m a n n , w h o O l a u s e n
gives much of his credit to.
Olausen said when he took the
job, people were open about the
study abroad enrollment numbers.
He said enrollment is definitely one of the big factors for the
program decline, but not the only
factor.
Olausen said some families may
see studying abroad as an “extra”
benefit to going to a university,
not knowing students can get actual credit for the trips.
Eastern saw 8,214 students enrolled this spring, which is a decrease of nearly 700 students
from the 8,913 enrolled in fall
2014.
Olausen said he believes one of
the factors could be because issues with the housing market in
2008 complicated the economy.
“That economic downturn hurt
a lot of universities nationally,”
he said.
In 2008, Eastern began to see a
decrease in its study abroad program with 265 participants, but
saw an increase by 70 people the
following year.
Olausen, who previously
worked at the University of Cincinnati, said when the U.S. economy began to sink, many people
were losing their jobs, and he had
students come to him pulling out
of their study abroad program because their parents were becoming unemployed.
The University of Cincinnati,
which has about 43,000 students,
went through a similar experience
with its study abroad enrollment
numbers during that time for
about two to three years, Olausen said.
In 2008, the housing market
took a nearly 30 percent dive in
prices, according to Forbes’ website.

STUDY ABROAD ENROLLMENT

Student
enrollment
in study
abroad
programs

SOURCE: FALL 2013, SPRING 2014 AND SU14 STUDY ABROAD PROGR AMMING

“The fear lingered for a little
bit,” Olausen said.
Award money and grants may
not necessarily be an issue for the
program because the office usually uses all the money it is allocated.
Olausen said for spring 2015,
which includes fall semester and
spring break programs, the office
was awarded $14,350.26.
The participants used all but
$1,150, so the remaining was returned. For faculty-led summer
programs, the office was awarded
$26,868.75, nearly all of which
was accepted except $325.
However, 16 faculty-led trips
were planned, but six have been
canceled.
In total, $66,051 was used in
scholarship application and award
money, which covers study abroad
grants from the office, merit
scholarships, endowed scholar ships and tuition exchange waiv-

ers.
Olausen said one of the issues
he struggles with alongside enrollment in his programs is deciding how much and to whom to
award the funds to because of a
finite amount of money available.
He said he can never decide if
he should give the largest amount
to a small group of students, or
just the opposite, a small amount
to a large group of students,
which is what he always chooses.
Ol a u s e n s a i d w h a t h e l o o k s
at it the rate of return when it
comes to funds. He said a minimum amount should be awarded
to students who do not go under
$250 because covering a passport
is at least $150.

STUDY ABROAD, page 6
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Local weather Group to
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Snowy
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Low: 1°
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'Super Bowl of ROTC'

promote
women
leadership
positions
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
The Performing Arts for Effective Civic Education (PAECE)
will host the first women’s leadership and empowerment event at
Eastern from 4 to 7 p.m. March 7
in 7th Street Underground.
Sh a m e re a R i c h a rd s , PA E C E
president, said the planning for
the event started in August 2014.
“ Wo m e n a r e s e g r e g a t e d o n
campus, as far as leadership roles
are concerned,” Richards said.
“ Women don’t get to see other
women in positions of power.”
Richards said women do not
have as many opportunities for
leadership positions on campus,
and women do not have these
types of role models to look up to.
This led to the creation of
Women Who Wine and Dine: A
Leadership & Empowerment Conference. This is a look at the leadership roles women on campus
have, both big and small.
Richards said it will include
lunch, a presentation on women’s
history created by PAECE, spoken
word, monologue, and a panel of
women, all of whom are leaders or
have had a leadership position.
Richards also said two keynote
speakers will be at the conference. One of the speakers is Maggie Burkhead, the director of Trio,
and the second will be Jeannie
Ludlow, the coordinator of women’s studies.
The event is for women only.
Richards said the event is aimed
toward making women welcomed
to voice their opinions without
the presences of men in the audience.
Richards said the absences of
men within the audience would
let women feel more welcome and
also allow them to connect as one.
“The event is to make the girls
feel comfortable,” Richards said.
“ T h e y a re a b l e t o s p e a k t h e i r
minds.”
Tickets are available for $15.
Women are asked to dress in business casual attire and gift bags will
be handed out.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or at lpmartinez@eiu.edu.

CORREC TION
In Thursday’s edition of The Daily Eastern News, in the article “Students freestyle for Wild N’ Out open
mic,” the description should have
listed rapping, dancing and spoken
words as some of the creative pieces
included in the event. The News regrets the error.

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Junior sociology major Blake Miller briefs four squads and their leaders during the ROTC Ambush Lab on Thursday
in McAfee Gym. The knowledge and skills obtained in the labs every semester are required for the Field Training
Exercise. Senior sociology major Zach White calls the FTX the "Super Bowl of ROTC."

Lincoln Log Cabin to showcase
story of 'National Barn Dance'
Documentary
director to present
'The Hayloft Gang:
The Story of the
National Barn Dance'
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor| @DEN_News
Audience members will have
the opportunity to see a historic documentary and interact with
the director at a showing of “The
Hayloft Gang: The Story of the
National Barn Dance” at 2 p.m.
Saturday at the Lincoln Log Cabin Historic Site.
Using footage from old per formances, home movies, photographs from fans and performers, and interviews with folklorists, historians and media experts,
“The Hayloft Gang” tells the stor y of the show “National Barn
Dance.”
T h e “ Na t i o n a l Ba r n Da n c e”
was a country music radio show
that played traditional folk music
and showcased countr y humor.
It was broadcast from 1924 until 1960.
Matthew Mittelstaedt, the
manager of the Lincoln Log Cabin Historic Site, said the documentary tells the story of America.
“It shows it through the lens of
one of the more popular shows of

the time,” he said.
Many celebrities of the time,
s u c h a s Pa t s y Mo n t a n a , A n d y
Wi l l i a m s , a n d L u l u B e l l e a n d
Scotty were on the show.
Lori Henderson, president of
t h e L i n c o l n L o g C a b i n Fo u n dation, said Uncle Ezra, one of
these celebrities and a comedian featured on the show, had a
connection with the Lincoln Log
Cabin Historic Site.

“They cover a variety
of topics related to
Illinois history.”
-Matthre Mittelstaedt
Manager of Lincoln Log Cabin
“We decided to show the movie
about the ‘National Band Dance’
s h ow b e c a u s e o f Un c l e E z r a ,”
Henderson said. “He spoke at the
dedication of the site in 1936.”
Henderson said it was this connection with the community that
made her want to show the documentary.
“ We did some research, and
contacted the producer to see if
he would come,” Henderson said.
Writer, director and producer
Stephen Parry will answer questions from the audience after
watching the documentary
Parry has created other documentaries, such as “Down on the

Farm,” which was about a year in
the two farm families in Indiana,
and “Old Friends,” which examined historical preser vation efforts in Midwest communities.
He a l s o e x p l o re d m u s i c a n d
how it impacted American culture in “Discover Bluegrass: Exploring American Roots Music,”
a documentary meant to teach elementary school students about
bluegrass music.
Parry has presented at the International Country Music Conference in Nashville and at Brown
University.
Mittelstaedt said the Illinois
Humanities Rhodes Scholar funds
a number of programs every year.
“This happens to be one of
them,” he said. “They cover a variety of topics related to Illinois
History.”
These programs covred everyt h i n g f ro m c o o k i n g t o Fre n c h
Acadiah music.
“Illinois used to be a part of
New France before it was a part
of the United States,” Mittelstaedt said.
He n d e r s o n s a i d t h e I l l i n o i s
Humanities Rhodes Scholar program is a grant program that
funds speakers for the Lincoln
Log Cabin Historic Site.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu

Check out our print
ad specials!
2x3 every day for a week:
$189
2x3 every Friday for a month: $159
2x2 coupon or business card ad once a
week for a month:
$109

Contact Rachel at 217-581-2816 or denads@eiu.edu

EMAIL BLAST!

Check back with the Daily Eastern News tomorrow for all the
latest in EIU and community news!

Get the DEN sent straight to your email! Sign up today at DENnews.com!
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Visiting poet ‘spills guts’ on stage CAA puts

new history
course on
pending
status

By Darronté Matthews
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
One of Somali-American poet Ladan Osman’s favorite curses involves telling someone to wear their internal organs as a decoration.
“May your stomach fall out of your body
and wear it like swag to the market,” she
said.
She used the theme of curses for one of
her poems that she read Thursday night in
the Black Box Theatre at the Doudna Fine
Arts Center.
The African American Heritage Month
Committee co-sponsored the Women’s History Awareness Month event and invited Osman to perform her acclaimed poetry.
The event was pushed back an hour because of weather complications, but resumed
at 6:30 p.m. once Osman entered the silent
theater.
Once she went up to the microphone, she
did not move from her spot throughout her
hour-long performance.
She stood and read poems from her book
titled “The Kitchen Dweller’s Testimony,”
because these are the poems she said gives
her a sense of liberation.
“Poetry gives me the most freedom and is
the closest to my sense of heritage and my
sense of my own voice,” she said.
The intensity of the poetry progressed
along the night. Osman led the crowd into
her poem called “Invocation” that she said is
indeed a curse.
“Invocation is directly a curse, and some
of my darker poems are just what’s true in
the content,” she said.
Although she admits her poems have an
edge to them, she said she does not believe
they are horrible.
“I don’t think that they’re especially dark
or terrible, but I feel like everyday life is
creepy so there is bound to be poems that
feel dark,” she said.
The idea of curses is all too familiar with
Osman; she said many people in Somalia
place curses on one another and their own
children, which she said is incredibly offensive.
During the breaks between poems, she
made comical references to the way she constantly needs to adjust her microphone stand
by comparing herself to actress Angela Bassett in the Tina Turner movie “What’s Love
Got to Do with It.”
She later attempted to lighten the mood
with a contrast to her previous poems and
recited two love poems.
The two love poems intrigued Ashley Harris, a freshman kinesiology and sports studies major, and Essence Chatman, a freshman
communication studies major.
“The love poems were pretty good; that
was one that I was really listening to,” Harris said.
Chatman agreed with Harris and said the

By Chris Widdel
Staff Reporter|@DEN_News

KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Author and poet, Ladan Osman recites poems from her recently written book in the Doudna
Fine Arts Center Thursday in the Black Box Theater. Osman’s inspiration for her work stems
from her Somalian and Muslim roots.

love poems were more understandable than
her other poems.
“It was my favorite probably because I understood it more than the other ones, because I didn’t really understand the other
creepier ones,” Chatman said.
Despite the poems’ tones, Harris was able
to see Osman’s shining personality during
the breaks between each poem.
“Her poems weren’t funny, but her personality was,” Harris said. “It seems that she
doesn’t take life completely seriously and I
really liked that.”

Osman said she believes poetry gave her
a “ravenous appetite for people’s words” and
she really hopes everyone else can adopt the
same fixation for words as she has.
“I want people to feel encouraged to participate,” Osman said. “I would hope there’s
an image that will invite them to meditate
and enjoy the sensual nature of the world
that surrounds them.”

The Council of Academic Affairs has put HIST
1101: Introduction to History, to pending status
due to the unclear information in the proposal.
Debra Reid, a history professor, said the purpose is to provide an introduction into the history department.
The course is aimed to be a building point for
freshman or transfer students to get involved with
each other sooner rather than later.
“This course (will be) the start up for the community for history majors,” Reid said.
Marita Gronnvoll, the chairwoman of the council, questions the proposal by asking if there are
prerequisites for the introductory course, whether
it is for everyone to take or just for history majors.
The council was also unclear on the accrediting
for the history course whether it would be credit or
no credit for the course, or the course being a grading system for the course, like the standard ABC
format that most courses use.
The council pushed the proposal to be looked
over by the history department so they can look
over the proposal and come back to the council
with their questions answered.
“There is no rush for this to be passed, due to
the fact that the course won’t be offered until fall
2016,” Gronnvoll said.
The council approved for certain communication majors to now have hybrid versions for the
course for the summer courses.
These courses are normally taught in lecture
halls and will now include online section for students to take.
These courses, however, will be graded more for
class activities as opposed to exams or quizzes.
The communication department courses were
also updated to fit University standards.
CMN 2520: The introduction of Mass Communication course was updated, this being the first
time since 1980s.
The introductory course will now focus more
on the online aspect of the field.
Another course being updated in the communication department was CMN 2575: Field Production. This is the first time the course has been updated since 1998.
HIS 3810: History of Illinois course has been
approved to be an online course over the summer,
mainly for Elementary Education majors.

Darronté Matthews can be
reached at 581-2812
or at dqmatthews@eiu.edu.
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Chris Widdel can be
reached at 581-2812
or at ccwiddel@eiu.edu

What’s Happening at EIU?

Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
“Chagall and the Bible” and Early American Folk Art exhibits on display

Wind Symphony and Faculty Showcase Concert | 7:30 - 9 PM
Features EIU Wind Sympohny and spotlights various EIU Faculty chamber ensembles; Doudna

Clothing Sale
March 3 | Coleman Hall
NE Landing 12-4pm

Everything
is just

$1

March 4 | Buzzard Hall Atrium
12-4pm
Gently-used clothing and
accessories

3

Proceeds
benefit
Salavation Army

Quanah and Cynthia Ann Parker: The History and the Legend Exhibit | All Day
Booth Library’s spring program and exhibit series; free and open to the public
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com

4 OPINIONS
Another year
without a
birthday
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W W W. DA I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M

Friday, 2.27.15

We’re growing impatient, Mother Nature

Stephanie White
This weekend I will be turning four and threefourths years old. I will also be turning 23 years.
I know that is confusing, so let me explain.
I was born February 29, 1992, commonly
known as Leap Year. Leap Year means that date
does not show up every year but only every four
years, like the Olympus.
I won’t bore you with the science details of
why it exists in the first place, but it is an important date.
I’m going to tell you how it feels to be a Leap
Year baby, as people like me are called.
“I never met one of you before.”
“Whoa that is kinda cool.”
“That really stinks I’m sorry.”
“Nope, I don’t believe it, you are messing with
me?”
“So when you do normally celebrate it?”
These and many more are reactions I get from
people when I tell them my birthday. I have gotten used to smiling and nodding to the reactions
and having my license at the ready for proof if
they demand it.
People have even asked to take a photo with
me holding my license up for proof.
My feelings on my birthday are confusing. I
never know how to really feel.
Half the time I can be a bit depressed about it.
When I was younger I never liked telling people my birthday because they would just get even
more confused and just call me weird.
In both grade school and high school, the
principal would announce people’s birthdays
after the Pledge of Allegiance and every year,
between Feb. 27 and March 1, they would keep
on announcing my name because they did not
know what date to announce it on.
One year in grade school they completely forgot about my birthday. As a young girl, that
kind of hurt my feelings.
Blame my mother who released me in the
world on that date.
I have friends who were born on the first of
March and on Feb. 28 and whenever people tell
me happy birthday it is usually on these dates.
They joke saying, “Great now you have to
steal my day because you don’t have one,” and
I know they are kidding but there is some hard
truth to it: I do not have a birthday why should
I celebrate?
I will say, there are good things about being
a leap year baby. For one thing, I will never
age. Because I don’t have a birthday every year, I
could switch my age around.
For example when I am turning 80 years old I
can say I’m celebrating my 20th birthday.
When my younger sister and I argue, my dad
will tell her “Stop being so mean to your younger sister.” She was a personal fan of my birthday
when we were younger because she liked to say
she was technically the older one.
She does not like it so much anymore.
I get to play the song for Alice in Wonderland, “A Very Merry Unbirthday” because I really
do have an unbirthday.
Because of how I have a day I can all my own.
So thanks mom for not holding me in until
the first of March because no matter how frustrating and confusing it may be, being a Leap
Year baby is something I love about me.
Stephanie White is a junior Journalism major and can
be reached at 581-2812 or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Take the opportunity to learn from WHAM events
Feminism goes a lot deeper than the tired stereotype of women hating men, and this year’s
theme for Women’s History and Awareness
Month is the perfect opportunity to explore what
it really means.
The month of March will feature poetry readings, documentary screenings, lectures and panels having to do with the topics of gender and
sexuality.
People in the Eastern and Charleston community should take advantage of as many of these
events as possible to further educate themselves
on the issues that go along with gender and sexuality, whether they fall outside of the perceived
norms or not.
Just as women’s issues do not only effect only
women, gender and sexuality pervade just about
everything people do in society.
In fact, someone who is within the “norm,” being heterosexual and/or cisgender, would be the
perfect person to attend these events so they can
learn about aspects of society they may not normally think about—aspects they have the privilege to routinely not think about or question.

Furthermore, someone who is not sure what
“cisgender” means would be an even better candidate to partake in the month’s events.
The theme chosen by WHAM organizers reflects a shift in feminist theories and studies that
has taken place in recent years.
This field of study has evolved to encompass the idea of intersectionality, or how someone’s different identities like their gender, race,
class, sexuality or ethnicity intersect to form their
unique experience, often of discrimination or disadvantage.
In an article in Monday’s edition of The Daily Eastern News, WHAM co-chair Ruben Quesada gave the example of how transgender people have not always been visible in the community, but mainstream media has started to portray
their stories more with shows like “Orange is the
New Black.”
“We’re able to have a broad perspective and
we can talk about ways in which gender/sexuality flow through the universal categories,” Quesada said in the article.
For instance, intersectionality might come into

play for an African-American transgender male;
he may experience disadvantages for his race and
gender identity, but he would still experience
some privilege for being masculine, as misogyny
is a factor even in the queer community.
Many of these events explore multiple avenues
of social identities, such as the lecture on Latina
representation in pop culture, or the film screening of “Pride” that talks about gay and lesbian activism.
Moving toward equality involves people giving
up their privileges, and the first step to getting
there is recognizing how that factors into people’s
everyday lives.
Therefore, using the month to pay extra attention to feminism as well as issues entangled in
gender and sexuality would be beneficial to everyone.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Cleaning the clutter out of your messy life
As the crease in the center of my forehead swelled
into a massive stress ache that traveled to the back of
my scalp, throbbing incessantly, I pushed my laptop
away from me slowly and realized that I was unable to
concentrate any longer on the glow of the screen before
me.
I could feel a dizzying anxiety that tightened in my
chest. My eyes flitted from one end of the room to the
other. How could I possibly get any work done when
I was becoming my empty pizza boxes, dirty laundry
and soaking dishes?
Even though I knew if I got up from that seat I
would spend the next two and a half hours cleaning
my entire apartment like a madman and scrubbing
violently at every crevice, I also knew that it would be
worth the while.
And with that, I sprung up and commenced
my manic cleansing. As I broke out into a sweat, the
blood swimming rhythmically in my ears, I wondered inwardly when had I let my apartment become
a dump?
All I ever do is scurry in and scurry out of my
place and by the time I can finally rest, I’m much too
exhausted to care what my room looks like. All I see is

Marge Clemente
my bedroom tilt and vanish as my head hits the pillow.
Finally, I can sleep the world away.
It’s not until I slither out of bed and step into a pile
of books that I notice my domestic life is slowly collapsing in on itself around me. It’s a terrifying realization
and only heightens my anxiety.
No one could ever sit peacefully in a disastrous environment as this. So as my mother always said, “I’ve
started to clean out the clutter in my life.” She has an
interesting theory, my mother, and says that the way a
person’s room or home looks on the surface is sort of a
reflection of how the person truly feels on the inside. A
messy home equals a messy brain and heart.
Now, while there are always exceptions to the rule,

I’ve always found myself to be rather absentminded
and forgetful. Why is that? Well, I can never seem to
find anything in my tornado-stricken home.
Honestly, just to lessen that sense of impending
doom and to make my life a little easier on myself, I
should make a genuine effort to organize my life. I’m
always talking about how I want things done efficiently
and swiftly. That’s close to impossible when all you find
yourself doing is rummaging around through the clutter, not knowing where you begin or end. That kind of
strewn apart life style would make anyone depressed.
Suddenly, you find yourself panicking over the deafening noise that disrupts you while working diligently
on a paper or project.
It’s just unhealthy. So I’ve decided to lead a cleaner, more organized lifestyle, and not so much for my
mother’s nagging voice in my head, but because cleaning out the clutter is also an indication of growing up.
Marge Clemente is a senior English major and
she can be reached a t 581-2812 or denopinions@gmail.com.
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By Kristen Lewis
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
A cast member from the comedy improv
TV show “Wild N’ Out” came to Eastern
for an interactive performance Thursday
night.
Akaash Singh, from New York City, performed for the University Board Mainstage and Comedy’s two-day “Wild N’ Out”
event.
The first day featured an open mic freestyle competition on Wednesday.
Singh has been a comedian for eight
years and has written for MTV shows “Guy
Code” and “Wild N’ Out.”
“My friend made me do it,” Singh said
about how he started his comedic career.
His friend Andrew Schulz, who is also a
comedian from “Guy Code,” encouraged
him to perform a five-minute segment at an
open mic.
“It was moments where the audience was
laughing so hard I couldn’t get the next
memorized joke out,” Singh said. “That’s
when I realized that I wanted to do this.”
He said writing for those types of shows
is stressful because it is on-the-spot comedy.
Singh said his dream is to be in front of
the camera instead of writing.
He said his friend Schulz always believed
that he would be a comedian since high
school.
“He still is one of my closest friends in
the business,” he said.
Singh said Schulz is his best friend, and
he has a few shows on MTV airing as well.
UB Mainstage coordinator Tony Alozie
searched for people to bring to campus to
get people’s attention.
“He was really audience-oriented and got
the crowd involved,” Alozie said.
Th e i nti ma te c rowd int er act ed wit h
Singh while he asked audience members
something about themselves. He made
jokes about life and how college was for
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Akaash Singh, a comedian, listens to the crowd’s responses after asking a series of questions at part two of the “Wild N’ Out” event Thursday at
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union in 7th Street Underground. Singh made several jokes in reference to race and ethnicity in regards to
the audience.

him when he was in school compared to
now.
Singh often joked about the “12 person
turn-out,” but added he still had a good
time.
Brinton Vincent, a graduate adviser for
UB Comedy and public relations, said

Alozie searched for people he believed the
students would like and chose him because
of the popular TV show.
“I feel like the turn-out could be better, but I feel like people enjoyed their time
(here),” Alozie said.
The audience talked to him afterward,

t o o k p i c t u re s w i t h t h e c o m e d i a n a n d
thanked him for coming.
Kristen Lewis can be
reached at 581-2812
or kelewis@eiu.edu.

Coles County shows highest poverty level in area
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor | @DEN_News
For the past three to four years, Coles
County has had one of the highest levels of
poverty in the area.
In Coles County, 22 percent of individuals,
13 percent of all families and 22.5 percent of
all families with children live in poverty.
Michael Gillespie, an assistant sociology
professor who is also an expert on poverty in
Coles County, said the causes of this depend
on who is asked.
“A lot of it has to do with job availability,
having lower-wage jobs,” he said.
Some of these lower paying jobs include
those who work in hospitals that are not doctors or part of the hospital administration,
and even those who are not professors or administration in the university, such as Building Service Workers.
“Some people say people make bad decisions, or they’re lazy—I don’t see it,” Gillespie
said. “I see people work, go out every day, and
do what’s best for their family.”
Part of the reason poverty is so high in
Coles County is that it has less farmland than
surrounding areas.
“The government makes sure farms stay in

business by subsidises,” Gillespie said. “This
helps keep farm families afloat, guarantees
crops in the spring.”
Gillespie also said not a lot of jobs are
available that pay a living wage.
“Once you get out of Charleston, Mattoon,
there’s farmland,” he said. “There’s not a lot
of opportunity.”
More manufacturing jobs used to be available, but a lot of them went out of business or
left, along with many restaurants and stores.
“When you don’t have enough people to
buy what you’re selling, it’s hard to stay in
business,” Gillespie said. “This problem is not
unique to the county; it’s been dragging out
all over the Midwest.”
Gillespie said the number of people in poverty has stayed equal in the last year.
“That’s pretty nice, because it had been going up for several years,” he said.
Despite the unchanged poverty rates, food
insecurity levels have become higher by 2 percent, and 42.5 percent of individuals in Coles
County do not know if they will have nutritionally adequate and safe food on a day-today basis.
“At the poverty level, people have access to
a lot of social safety nets, such as healthcare,
housing, among other things,” Gillespie said.

“When people are at the level of food insecurity, their only real option is charitable donations.”
He said food stamps do not cover everyone at risk, and though people might find low
wage jobs, it is still not enough to alleviate
food insecurity on a daily basis.
“Going hungry is one of the greatest risks,”
Gillespie said. “There are people going to bed
who don’t know if they’re going to get breakfast, and if they are, is it going to be oatmeal,
or a bag of Twinkies.”
Although college students are not the ones
typically associated with poverty, they still do
have financial problems.
“People underestimate how much students
struggle,” Gillespie said. “Many are on work
study, or working minimum wage jobs.”
He said some may have to choose between
paying tuition and keeping the heat in their
apartment.
Impoverished people can keep their status
well hidden, making it hard to figure out if
someone is living in poverty.
“They have access to a nice suit, can keep
themselves clean,” Gillespie said. “No one
would even know you struggle on a daily basis.”
Some of the biggest challenges include the

HELP US HELP YOU!

stigma poor people face, thinking that it is
their fault they are impoverished.
“There’s very little respect or love for people in poverty,” Gillespie said. “People need
to get over themselves and learn how to help
others.”
He said people can learn to do this by stopping to ask people about their situation instead of assuming.
Impoverished people also have issues getting to different resources that could help
them, as no public transportation system exists for those who do not have a way to places
that could help them.
Even with these challenges, places around
Coles County exist to help people living in
poverty.
Places such as the Soup Stop at Otterbein
United Methodist Church, the food pantries
at Charleston and Mattoon High School, the
Mattoon Community Food Center, Mattoon Christian Church Food Pantry, and the
Charleston Area Churches Food Pantry are
areas in Charleston and Mattoon that offer
food assistance.

ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN
217-581-2816

Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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» STUDY ABROAD CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Tarble director
search to continue
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
Hi r i n g t h e n e w Ta r b l e
Arts Center director is still
in the works, and not much
information can be released
to the public at the moment,
Glenn Hildthe interim dean
of the College of Arts and
Humanities said.
“The campus interviews
have been completed, and
the screening committee reviewed their interactions with
the candidates and comments
of other who participated in
the interviews,” he said.
The committee will now
prepare a list of strengths and
weaknesses for each candidate
and send it to Hild.
“Along with that, they will
forward the comments for
the folks who participated
in the interviews,” Hild said.
“I will review the materials,

“In an ideal world, we’d be
able to cover everyone’s airfare,”
Olausen said. “The further you
go, the more expensive it gets.”
Olausen said as of late, airfare
has been on the decline, because
when he looked at prices for a
round-trip to Germany, it was
$950 and $889 to Ireland.

make a decision and seek approval of the Office of Civil
Rights and Diversity and the
provost to contact the selected applicant about the position,” Hild said.
He said the provost, Blair
Lord, will be the person to
make the official offer to the
selected candidate, and if
they accept the position, an
announcement should come
after the position has been
accepted.
The finalists include Peter Van Ael, from Northern
Illinois University; Rehema
Barber, from the University
-Kurt Olausen,
of Illinois Champaign-Urbana; Sherry Maurer, previousdirector of study abroad
ly from Black Hawk College;
and Michael Schuetz, the asThe top location Eastern stusistant director of Tarble.
dents like to go for study abroad
seems to be London, which
Stephanie White can be Olausen assumes is because it
reached at 581-2812 is an English-speaking area. He
or sewhite2@eiu.edu. said a lot of students are probably afraid to go somewhere where

“I can find you an
English-speaking
program any where
in the world.
Language is no
longer the barrier it
was 25 years ago.”

people are speaking a different
language; however, he guarantees
he can find a location that uses
English.
“I can find you an Englishspeaking program any where in
the world,” Olausen said. “Language is no longer the barrier it
was 25 years ago.”
Despite the drop in student
participation, Olausen said he as
well as others within his office has
had a larger presence on campus.
He said they have also reached
out to students in their foundations courses to try to get as many
freshman students interested in
the program to begin thinking
about it.
One of the ways they have
been reaching out to others is
by talking to professors in classrooms and advisers who students
can team up with for a trip.
“Students will be a lot more
willing to take the risk if someone
they know will go with them,”
Olausen said.

1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE SUMMER & FALL
*Quiet
locations

For Appointment
217-348-7746

*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 Lincoln Ave
Office Hours:
9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

www.CharlestonILApts.com

Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu

CLASSIFIEDS
Help wanted
HELP WANTED! Do you live in a dorm?
If so, you could earn $50 cash this
week, working no more than 1 or 2
hours! Local business needs help
handing out promotional material.
First person to call from each dorm is
hired! 217-549-5296

For rent
Call us to see how to save $550 off
your lease! BrooklynHeightsEIU.com
MelroseOnFourth.com Furnished,
Washer & Dryer, Balcony, Walk-In
Closets, Free Tanning, 24 hr. Fitness
Rooms. Roommate Matching Avail.
217-345-5515
__________________________2/27
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO
BUZZARD/DOUDNA 2&3 BR,1812 9th
St. AVAILABLE NOW - 3 BR, 1205
Grant. sammyrentals.com or call/text
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673.
__________________________2/27
2 bedroom houses. 3 blocks from EIU,
W/D, $300 each, 11 month lease.
Call 217-549-7031
__________________________2/27
FOR SUMMER OR FALL 1, 2 & 3 BR
APTS.
As low as $285/person, all appliances,
some with dishwasher, washer/dryer
or garage. Trash pd some with water
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU
348-7746 Carlyle Apartments
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
Available Now - Deluxe 1 BR Apt,
117 W Polk, stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, w/d. Trash pd.
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
4 bedroom 2 bath house located at
1410 9th St available for 15-16!
Great Location, All Inclusive Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique
217-345-RENT (7368).
www.uniqueproperties.net

Available Now, Summer or Fall 2015

For rent
__________________________2/27
Very spacious 5 bedroom house
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St for
15-16! Great Location, All Inclusive
Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique
217-345-7368
www.uniqueproperties.net
__________________________2/27
Large 3 bedroom furnished apartment for Fall 2015. Make an appointment to see.
Call 345-3664
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015- 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS. Carlyle
Apartments
217-348-7746.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk.
from EIU, all kitchen appliances.
Water & Trash pd.
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
For Rent Fall 2015. 4 BR house, 2
blocks from campus. W/D, dishwasher, great parking, and nice yard.
Call or text 276-7003.
___________________________3/3
BOWERS RENTALS - Very nice 1-5
BR Homes Starting at $300/mo.
1526 1st St - 4 BR with nice front porch
and new windows! 1703 12th St - 3 BR
with large rooms and screened back
patio!
Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
___________________________3/3
Beautiful 1 and 2 bedroom apartments available for next school year.
Huge bedrooms, bay windows, full
bathroom, central air, fitness center.
Trash and water included. Too much
to list!
Leave message (815) 600-3129
___________________________3/3
Awesome 3 BR townhouse. One unit
left.
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374
___________________________3/4

For rent

Good Housing, Proven Management
1 person from $350-440
2 persons from $290/person
Groups of 3 or 4 RIGHT NEXT TO CAMPUS

For rent



__________________________3/13
FOR 2015-2016: VERY NICE 1, 2, & 3
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS. 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS
FROM CAMPUS.
CALL 217-493-7559
myeiuhome.com
___________________________3/6
2 bedroom furnished apartments, quiet, near campus, all utilities and internet included, no pets.
549-2615
___________________________3/6
Available Fall 2015: 1025 4th St. 5
BR, 2 full baths, 2 half-baths, washer and dryer.
(618) 670-4442
__________________________3/13
3 BR nice house, 4 blocks from campus. CA, W/D, dishwasher, bar, parking. $900/month, available August 1.
217-549-6342
__________________________3/13
5 bedroom house 10 MONTH LEASE
1836 11th, $275 each, A/C, W/D, D/W,
partial covered large patio
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
Very nice 6 BR 3 BA House with 5 vanities. Excellent location. 7 parking
spots. Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher, and
large backyard included. $290/person.
217-493-7559
__________________________3/13
4-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each, A/C,
W/D, off-street parking
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio
cottage for 1 (6 total) 10 MONTH
LEASE 1906 11th, $300 each, large
yard and patio. A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273

AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio, 1, 2, & 3 bedroom apartments.
Great locations! ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
__________________________3/16
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BEDROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS. REFINISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTERNET INCLUDED IN RENT! RIGHT BEHIND MCHUGH'S, LESS THAN A BLOCK
FROM CAMPUS!
217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
__________________________3/23
Properties available on 7th St.
5 or 6 BR Houses
Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts.
Most utilities paid on apts.
Call 217-855-8521
__________________________3/25
You deserve to live in a nice home
with nice landlords. Leasing for Fall
2015. 2-5 bedroom homes, includes all appliances and garbage.
Walk to campus. Pet friendly.
Call or text 217-649-6508.
www.keslerodle.com
__________________________3/31
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK.
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/31
2015 School year:
RCRRENTALS.COM
217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
Over 20 years experience.
345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30

Campus clips
Special Olympic volunteers are needed. Volunteer forms are available in 1212
Buzzard Hall, Department of Special Education.

Print, Online, and Email.. three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!

Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816

woodrentals.com

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472

Check out our photo
galleries online!

www.dailyeasternnews.com
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Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
Eastern baseball team has to redo its schedule for over the weekend due to snow and cold temperatures.
The Panthers were scheduled to
play Kansas State in Manhattan,
Kan., Friday to Sunday, but the
weather too bad to play baseball.
Eastern coach Jimmy Schmitz
had to find games to play this
weekend.
T h e Pa n t h e r s we re l u c k y
enough to find games this weekend and now play the University
of Arkansas Saturday to Monday.
“We are excited to go to Arkansas,” he said. “Not to be able to
go somewhere is really hard on
the guys, but to even go to Arkansas, we were there last year. We’ve
been there many years. It’s a beautiful place. It’s good to get back
on the field.”
The Eastern starting pitchers of
red-shirt junior Matt Wivinis, senior Garrison Stenger and freshman Andy Fisher will face an Arkansas lineup that has a team average of .371.
Wivinis and Fisher will make
their first starts at Eastern. Wivinis, a transfer from Kansas State,
worked as a starter and a reliever.
He threw two innings at Georgia
two weeks ago without allowing a
run and striking out two batters.
The Razorbacks top three hitters are batting .440 or higher. Junior Rick Nomura is batting .440
through six games. Junior Tyler
Spoon is batting .444, and junior
Bobby Wernes leads the team in

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Junior infielder Mitch Gasbarro swings against Tennessee Tech Sunday at Coaches Stadium. With four at bats, Gasbarro had one hit during the game.

average with .474.
The biggest thing Schmitz
wants from his starting rotation
is for them to locate pitches.
“I want them to get the ball
down,” Schmitz said. “I think
anybody would want that. I
thought we elevated the ball a little bit too much against a good
hitting team (Georgia). I was really happy we didn’t walk many
people at Georgia. You have to
take that next step in competi-

tion and locate better than we
did.”
Arkansas is coming off 1-2 record in its three weekend games
against Central Florida, Southern
Alabama and Maryland. The Razorbacks defeated Maryland 13-6
in the lone win.
The Panthers are coming off a
weekend series two weeks ago in
Athens, Ga. against the University of Georgia when they lost by a
combined score of 39-6.

Schmitz said his hitters did not
have a good approach at the plate
in the games against Georgia and
wants a better one this time out.
“When you get down early, you
tend to think the game is over
and lets just go hit,” he said. “I
tell them all the time, until we
start hitting doubles the other way, we are not going to be a
true hitting team. Hopefully we
got all the jitters out and get the
chance to get back out there and

see some pitching.”
The Panthers and Razorbacks
will get underway Saturday at 2
p.m.; the game on Sunday at 1
p.m.; and Monday at 2 p.m. All
three games are set to air on the
SEC Network Plus.
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

Eastern ready for 2nd straight double-header
Maria Baldwin
Staff Reporter|@DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s tennis
team is set to play this weekend
against Butler University Friday at
the Butler Bubble in Indianapolis,
Ind.
The Panthers also will take on
Western Illinois Sunday at the
Lakeside Recreation in Galesburg.
This is the second-straight weekend the Panthers will play two
matches.
Eastern coach John Blackburn
thinks both Butler and Western
are playing solid tennis right now
based on their recent results, and
the matches against the two will be
solid.
Butler is 3-7 on the season and
is coming off of a win against Day-

ton on Feb. 14.
Butler sophomore Kylie Haviland is leading her team with an
overall record of 6-4 in singles
matches. Sophomore Kailey Eaton
follows Haviland with an overall
record of 3-5.
In doubles teams matches, Eaton and freshman Bailey Padgett
lead Butler with an overall record
of 4-3, followed by senior Angelina Qin and freshman Rachel Sutton with a 3-1 record.
Western Illinois comes into the
match Sunday with a 1-9 record
overall after just winning their first
match against Wisconsin-Green
Bay Saturday.
Freshman Courtney Lubbers
leads Western Illinois in singles
matches with an overall record of
2-6, followed by Sophomore An-

driana Johnson with an overall record of 1-6 for singles matches, respectively.
Freshman Arianna Demos and
Sophomore Nicole Jones lead the
Leathernecks in doubles teams
matches with an overall record of
1-5. Lubbers and sophomore Jenna
Wallace compete in doubles teams
matches as well and haven’t won
a match all season. The tandem is
0-8 this season.
One of the main things Blackburn wants to work on in practice
this week is all types of things.
‘’We are working on some tactical things and different approaches
in singles mainly this week,” Blackburn said.
Junior Ali Foster leads the Panthers with a season record of 4-1
in singles matches. Senior Sepho-

ra Boulbahaiem is also a force for
the Panthers with a season record
of 3-2 in singles matches.
Fo s t e r w a s o n e o f t w o l o n e
Panthers last weekend at SIU to
achieve a singles win when she defeated freshman Yana Golovkina,
6-4 7-5. Sephora Boulbahaiem
achieved a win as well, defeating
SIU freshman Athena Chrysanthou
6-2 7-5.
Foster and junior Hannah Kimbrough lead the Panthers with a
record of 4-1 in doubles teams
matches, followed by Boulbahaiem
and freshman Grace Summers with
a record of 2-2.
Foster and Kimbrough defeated freshman Vitoria Beirao and
sophomore Polina Dozortseva of
SIU last weekend 6-3 in doubles
matches.

The biggest improvement Blackburn wishes to see from his team
is a good approach to their singles
matches and being aware of what
their opponent’s strengths and
weaknesses are.
Blackburn is excited to see what
the women can do.
‘’I think just getting on the
c o u r t t w i c e t h i s we e k e n d w i l l
be good for us,” Blackburn said.
“Playing twice a weekend is what
we’ll be doing in conference play
so this will be good preparation for
us.’’
The Panthers are set to play Butler Friday at 3 p.m, and Western Illinois Sunday at 3 p.m.
Maria Baldwin can be
reached at 581-2812 or
mjbaldwin@eiu.edu

Basketball team to finish season in Edwardsville
Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor@BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern women’s basketball
team will play its final regular season
game Saturday, as it gets ready for the
Ohio Valley Conference tournament.
The Panthers will play Southern Illinois-Edwardsville, which could be a
possible first round matchup in the
tournament.
Edwardsville is 17-11 overall and
12-3 in the OVC and is led by redshirt junior guard Shronda Butts,
who averages 15.8 points per game
this season.
Butts scored 30 points on 13-of-18
shooting in the last time out against
the Panthers on Jan. 31 in Charleston.
Eastern coach Debbie Black said
her team is playing better team de-

fense, which will help them defend
Butts.

“Our help defense has
gotten so much better in
the last three weeks. We
are doing some things
that are different. We
are certainly a lot more
intense”

-Debbie Black,
women’s basketball coach
“I don’t think one person can
stop Butts,” she said. “Our help defense has gotten so much better in the
last three weeks. We are doing some
things that are different. We are cer-

tainly a lot more intense.”
Edwardsville averages 69.9 points a
game and shoots .426 from the floor.
Black said they are a very physical
team, which could cause problems.
“This team kind of beats you up,”
she said. “They play physical. You
have to match the physicality and not
let it bother you. They have a lot of
players that can score and they are
playing well.”
The Panthers are coming off a
game in which they fell to top-seeded Tennessee-Martin, 63-60, in Lantz
Arena Wednesday.
Senior forward Arnisha Thomas,
who had a two-game absence, scored
16 points on 4-of-8 shooting from
the floor and 8-of-10 from the free
throw line.
Black said having her back in the
lineup is a big deal.

“That was one if the best games she
has had,” she said. “I thought particularly she was poised and took the
right shots and not crazy shots. She
also had five assists, which were very
nice assists. She knew what she was
doing.”
The Panthers and Cougars will tipoff at 2 p.m. in Edwardsville.
Tournament Scenarios
The Cougars have locked up a No.
2 seed in the tournament, while Eastern will find out its first round opponent later Saturday night after the result of the Austin Peay game, who will
face Southeast Missouri at 3:30 p.m.
If the Panthers defeat Edwardsville,
they will have a rematch Wednesday at 2 p.m. in the first round of the
conference tournament.
Another scenario is the Panthers
would play Edwardsville if they lose

and Austin Peay loses to Southeast
Missouri.
The Panthers would get the eight
seed and play top-seeded TennesseeMartin if they lost to Edwardsville,
and Austin Peay were to beat Southeast Missouri.
Eastern will play on the opening
day of the tournament regardless of
what happens.
Black said the one thing about the
OVC is that anyone can be anyone.
“That is what makes the tournament exciting,” she said. “We are
probably the seventh or eighth seed,
but eight can beat one on any given
night. We can play with anybody.”
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU loses its regular season finale to Murray State 65-57. Olivier and Anderson had double figures with 17 and 13, respectively.
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Senior guard Dylan Chatman sends the ball to an open teammate during the Panthers’ 73-65 senior night win over Southeast Missouri on Sunday at Lantz Arena. The Panthers lost to Murray
State 65-57 on Thursday and will play Wednesday in Nashville in the OVC tournament.

Racers make Panthers feel the ‘Payne’
By Blake Nash,
Staff Reporter|@Banash5
Murray State sophomore guard Cameron Payne scored 22 points in the 65-57
win over the Eastern men’s basketball team
Thursday.
Payne shot 6-of-22 from the floor and
was 3-of-8 from the 3-point line. He also
shot 7-of-8 from the free throw line.
The Racers have now won 23 consecutive
games and are 15-0 in Ohio Valley Conference play.
Eastern will find out their tournament
seeding later in the week, while the Racers
will receive a double-round bye as the No.
1 seed.
The Panthers were led by junior forward
Chris Olivier who finished with 17 points,
which is the third straight game he’s led
Eastern in scoring.
Olivier helped the Panthers cut the Racer
lead to single-digits at several points in the
game, including scoring six-straight points

with around four minutes remaining in the
second half. Racer senior guard T.J. Sapp
would hit a 3-point shot on the next possession to put the Racers back up by 11.
Eastern senior guard Reggie Smith said
the team did not get off to the start they
wanted, falling behind 12-0 to start the
game.
“We started the game pretty flat but began to pick up our energy as it went on,”
Smith said. “Overall I feel good about our
effort throughout the game.”
Murray State’s starters scored 61 of their
65 points, with three players reaching double-digit points. Along with Payne, fellow
guard Sapp finished with 13 points, while
forward senior forward Jarvis Williams finished with 17 points.
“We can’t let a team like them get up and
down the court. We did a good job at that,”
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour said. “A lot of
turnovers were self-inflicted errors just staring down opponents and trying to make
plays happen that weren’t there.”

Eastern held the Racers to a 34 percent
shooting, which is one of the lowest percentages that Murray State has shot all season.
“A lot of their points come from fast
breaks so we tried to take that away as
much as possible,” Smith said. “We had to
get back in transition and make the play
half court.”
Eastern junior Trae Anderson also finished with double-digit points for the Panthers, finishing with 13 points. Both he and
Olivier finished with six rebounds each.
Smith and senior Josh Piper followed with
eight, apiece.
Spoonhour was happy with the effort his
team put in on Thursday heading into the
OVC tournament next week.
“We fought and kept battling and playing a,” Spoonhour said. “I’m proud of our
effort, and we’ll see what happens next
week in Nashville.”
Eastern was able to cut the Racers lead
down to six with two minutes remaining,

when Piper and junior guard LeTrell Viser
each hit 3-point shots, and Olivier added a
layup to get the Panthers closer than they’d
been all game. The Racers would erase that
run with a 7-0 later on and took a 34-21 at
the half.
Eastern finishes the regular season 1613 and 9-7 in OVC play. A loss by Morehead State this weekend will make them the
number six seed at the OVC tournament,
while two wins would make them the sixth
seed. They’ll play next Wednesday in the
opening round of the tournament.
Heading into the tournament, the Panthers have everyone back and are ready to
go to Nashville.
“We played short-handed for a little bit
this year,” Spoonhour said. “Now we’ve got
everybody back together and we’ll see what
happens.”
Blake Nash can be
reached at 581-2812
or banash@eiu.edu

Eastern track teams wrap up indoor season
By Mark Shanahan
Staff reporter|@DEN_Sports
Eastern’s track and field teams head to
the Indoor Ohio Valley Conference meet
this weekend.
The two-day meet will include field
events such as the long jump, high jump
and shot put that will have their finals on Friday. Distance medley and the
5000-meter run will also finish up on Friday.
The rest of the running events will be
preliminaries on Friday with the finals on
Saturday.
Head coach Tom Akers said he likes
where the men’s team is at right now in
their position to win the men’s conference
team title for the indoor season.
“I’m really happy with where we’re at

right now,” Akers said. “I think we put
ourselves in good position to make a run
at the title. I think Southeast Missouri is
favored on the men’s side right now.”
It is a close competition between five
teams on the women’s side.
“Only 30 points separate the top five
teams,” he said. “So it’ll be a dog fight all
the way through every event, all the way
through the two days, but we really performed well last week, hopefully we can
take that momentum into this weekend.”
Eastern’s men have been extremely successful during indoor competition since
they joined the OVC prior to the 199697 season winning all but three years.
Southeast Missouri is the current defending champion from 2014.
The women last won the indoor season
in 2012 during a streak of four consecu-

tive team titles from 2009-12.
There are many freshman competing in
it for the first time and Akers told them
at the team meeting that it just another
meet.
“I think feeling the anxiety levels right
now,” Akers said. “Hopefully they’ll be
able to relax and get into that competition frame of mind. It’s just another meet
and if we go out and just per form like
we have every other weekend then good
things are going to happen.”
Redshirt junior Norvel Mohammed was
just named Co-Male Track Athlete of the
Year on Thursday. He holds the top season times in both the 200-meter and the
400-meter dashes with times of 21.23 seconds and 47.05 seconds.
Akers had to make the tough decisions
on whom to let compete in the conference

meet due to the tough limitations on the
number of people you can bring.
“It just comes down to making the best
decision possible for the team where we
have the greatest oppor tunity to score
points and it’s weird how that happens,”
he said. “Sometimes it happens in different events and this time just like always
came down to the last couple of spots to
try and figure out who is going to get in.”
The indoor season wraps up this weekend beginning at 8 a.m. Friday at Lantz
Field house.
Mark Shanahan can be
reached at 581-2812
or mmshanahan@eiu.edu

Elliot Krause, a freshma

